
When Zechariah saw [the angel], he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to 
him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will 

rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord… And he will go on before 
the Lord… to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” -Luke 1:12-17 

Take time in this busy holiday 
season to reflect. Pray and prepare 
your heart for the celebration of the 

coming of Jesus. 
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PAPER CHAIN ADVENT CALENDAR 
 

EXPLANATION: 
This calendar is meant to be a simple way to “worship fully” during this Christmas season. Every day has 
a brief  reading, either from the Bible or a Christmas song. The readings each have a short reflection to 
go with it. Each day could be read in only a few minutes, and have the readings right on the paper, so 
they could even be read in the car on the way to school or work.  
 
Each reading has a number on the left side, which indicates the day of  the month on which it should be 
done, beginning with December 1. Please feel free to use this resource even if  you are accessing it after 
December 1. You could either skip those readings all together, or read 2 a day until you catch up. 
 
There are a few “special days” with longer activities. These activities are meant to promote family 
togetherness, and infuse deeper meaning into some of  the simple holiday traditions we take for granted. 
On those days in particular, you may want to read the activity in the morning, as some are meant to be 
done throughout the day. Each of  the activities should be able to be completed without any large 
purchases or preparation on your part. Special days will fall on December 6, 10, 15, and 19. The strips 
for these dates are marked with a red date box instead of  a white one. 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
This calendar is designed to be a paper chain. To assemble it, simply print these pages from your home 
computer, and then cut out each strip. Make a loop from strip number 1 and tape the ends together. 
Then make a loop with strip number 2 that goes through the first loop and tape that together. Continue 
the process until you have made a chain of  25 loops. Hang the chain somewhere visible in your house, 
and each day, take the numbered loop off  the chain that matches the date. Watching the chain shrink in 
size is a fun visible reminder of  the approaching Christmas holiday. 
 
If  you would like to pick up strips that have already been cut, they can be picked up from the PLANET 
KID welcome desk on Sunday, as this activity was done with kids who attended on 11/30/08. The pre-
made strips alternate between green and red colors, with the special day strips printed on white, and the 
Christmas Day strip printed on yellow. 
 
If  making a paper chain sounds intimidating, frustrating, or just not interesting to you, you could simply 
print these pages and read from them like a book. Please engage with this resource in whatever way helps 
you use it as an opportunity to focus on and worship Jesus. 



God chose an ordinary girl to 
bring His Son into the world- 
that’s amazing. How would 
you have felt if you were 

Mary and heard this news?  

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel… said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, 
you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." -Luke 1:26-33 
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Mary’s response is incredible. 
Without knowing whether others 
would believe the news of the 

angel, or what they would think of 
her pregnancy, Mary said, “Yes.” 

"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God." "I am the Lord's 
servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. - Luke 1:34-38 
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Many of us send letters at Christmas time. We use them to show each 
other we care. But when we needed God most, He didn’t just send a 
letter and wish us well. God loved us so much that He sent His Son to 

come live with His people. Not only that, Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection made a way for us to be with God forever. 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
The virgin will be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and will call him Immanuel. -Isaiah 7:14 
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Joseph was an ordinary 
person, just like Mary. But he 
was chosen to be the earthly 

father of the Son of God, Jesus, 
Immanuel, God with Us.  

Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but… she was found to be with child... An angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, "Joseph… do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his 
people from their sins." This took place to fulfill what the Lord said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with 
child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"-which means, "God with us." -Matthew 1:18-23  
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Do you experience joy at Christmas? Christmas is the celebration of 
the birth of a king– the birth of a baby who would someday save the 
world. In a modern day Christmas, we are more likely to experience 

stress than jubilation. But, Christmas is a time for wonder and 
delight– our Savior has been born. 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come. 
Let earth receive her king. Let every heart prepare him room 
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and heaven and nature sing.  
-Joy to the World 
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Christmas celebrates the birth of an 
extraordinary King. He is loving, 
powerful, and eternal. He is the 

bringer of peace. No wonder angels 
sang, “Glory to God in the highest!” 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. -Isaiah 9:6-7 

8 

Have you ever marveled at the stars in the night 
sky? On the night of Jesus’ birth, the stars were a 
reflection of the light, hope and wonder that was 

coming in the birth of such a helpless baby.  
A new day was beginning! 

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining.  
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth!  
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth.  
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!  -O Holy Night 
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Have a “God with Us” Christmas scavenger hunt. Throughout the day, keep track of how many Christmas decorations you see 
and how many Christmas songs you hear. Then, see how many times you see or hear references to Jesus or God in those 
Christmas items. At the end of the day, talk as a family. How many Christmas things did you find all together? How many 

Christmas things talked about Jesus? Do you think most people think of Christmas as a celebration about God?  



Bethlehem is about 70 miles from Nazareth, 
but the path is a winding mountain trail that 
is more like 90 miles, with a 1300 foot climb. 
Imagine what it was like for Mary to take this 

journey while she was pregnant! 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world… And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because 
he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. -Luke 2:1-5 
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Jesus could have entered this world in a glorious way. He could 
have come down from heaven on a cloud, or been born in a palace. 
But instead, he was born in a little town, in a dirty stable. No one 
would have guessed that such a glorious thing was happening in 

Bethlehem the night Jesus was born. 

Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the Everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  
-O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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Mary did not give birth to Jesus in a hospital surrounded by nurses, 
but in a stable surrounded by animals. Jesus’ birth was the ultimate 

example of humility. The God of the Universe put human skin on, and 
was born into poverty. He was willing to give up everything because of 
His love for us. Do we have that attitude during the Christmas season? 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was 

no room for them in the inn. -Luke 2:6-7 
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We often think of a manger as Jesus’ bed. We forget its original 
purpose- it’s a feeding trough for animals. Imagine a mother having to 
lay her newborn baby in animal feed. Imagine the God of the Universe 
deciding to send His Son to the earth knowing that hay would make 

His bed that first night. That’s amazing love. 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head, 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. -Away in a Manger 
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Jesus’ birth 
announcement 
wasn’t a letter 
or a card- it 
was angels. 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be 
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 

with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." -Luke 2:8-14 
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The shepherds 
praised God for 
Jesus’ birth. We 

should, too! 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has told us about." So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. -Luke 2:15-20  
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Sometime after dark tonight, take a tour of Christmas lights in your area.  
You may choose to hop in the car and drive around or bundle up and walk around, depending on the temperature and where 
you live. Which house’s decorations are your favorite? Why? What do you think makes Christmas lights look so beautiful?  

How can Christmas lights remind us of the light and beauty that Jesus brought into the world? 
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Spend some time looking at the various ornaments on your Christmas tree.  
Take down special ones and pass them around. Talk as a family about why those particular ornaments are meaningful.  

Which ornaments remind you of family memories?  
Which ornaments remind you of the hope that Jesus brought at Christmas?  

Which ornaments make you think about the humble beginnings of Jesus’ birth? 



It is appropriate that shepherds were the first to hear about and see the Savior of 
the world. Later in His life, Jesus called Himself our Shepherd. Jesus is our Good 

Shepherd because He guides us, protects us, and cares for us, as a faithful 
shepherd would for his sheep. He even loves us so much that He died for us. God 

knew that would happen before Jesus was born. His love is amazing. 

I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me- just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father--and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. -John 10:14-15 
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Our Christmases are filled with things– shopping, decorations, 
cookies. The first Christmas was much more simple than that. 
Some poor shepherds, going about their nights work, had an 
unbelievable experience. Earthly riches were few that night, 

but heaven’s riches abounded. 

The first Noel the angel did say,  
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay: 
in fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep  
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. -The First Noel  
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Ring the bells and spread the word- Christmas is almost here! 
On the first Christmas, the angels and the shepherds did not 
hold back their joy. They spread the word to all who would 

listen that the Savior of the World was born. 

Ding Dong! merrily on high, in heav'n the bells are ringing  
Ding, dong! verily the sky is riv'n with angel singing  
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis.  
-Ding Dong Merrily on High 
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The Magi saw a star and knew it was a sign that a king 
had been born. They were amazed, and followed the star, 
so they could worship this new King. What do you see 
around you that causes you to worship our King, Jesus? 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 

"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 
star in the east and have come to worship him." -Matthew 2:1-2 
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Contrary to what is shown in modern nativity 
scenes, the Magi likely did not reach Jesus until 
several months or years after His birth. They had 
such a desire to worship that no distance or time 

could keep them away from their King. 

… [The Magi] went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. -Matthew 2:9-12 
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Jesus is worthy of worship from everyone– whether 
peasant or king. He brought salvation to the whole 
world– to the poor and the rich, the young and the 
old, the weak and the powerful. We are all equally 

loved in the eyes of God. 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king to own him; 
The king of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.  

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary. -What Child is This 
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As the gifts are opened today, we should remember that Jesus is the best gift we have ever 
received. God loves us so much that He gave us His Son.  It was a big sacrifice. But in 
God’s eyes, it was worth it. He wanted us to have a relationship with Him, which could 
only happen through Christ, who lived, died, and rose again- for us. His birth brought us 

hope, love, and joy beyond measure. Cherish this greatest of gifts. Merry Christmas! 

For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. -John 3:16 
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Take time to enjoy the treat of a candy cane. As you eat it, talk about how it can symbolize Jesus, and remind us of the true meaning of 
Christmas. The hard candy reminds us that Christ is the rock of ages. The shape turned right side up resembles a “J” and reminds us of 
Jesus’ name; or turned upside down, it resembles a shepherd’s staff, and reminds us that Jesus is our Shepherd. The white reminds us that 
Jesus was perfect and pure, and the red stripe reminds us of the blood He shed for the sins of the world. Some candy canes also have a 

green stripe, which can remind us that from everlasting to everlasting Jesus is God. 
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