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When Christ was born, an angel appeared to shepherds, saying, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-

11). Too often, this message of joy and hope for all people gets lost in our culture. So we ask, “What would it look 
like to reclaim the Christmas story from our culture of consumption, and to celebrate what it’s really about, the 

arrival of God’s redemption project in our world?” 
 

In 2006, 4 churches began wrestling with this question, and Advent Conspiracy was born. In 2007, the Advent 
Conspiracy network grew to almost 1,000 local churches, and three-million dollars were raised to fund 

international projects providing food, housing, and clean water for impoverished communities in Liberia, Sudan, 
and Peru. Advent Conspiracy seeks to help people think of the Christmas season as a time to worship fully, spend 

less, give more, and love all. 
 

On November 30, PLANET KID elementary ministries focused on the concept of Advent Conspiracy. This handout 
describes what we did that day. It is also meant to be a resource to your family by giving additional ideas for 

applying the principles of Advent Conspiracy in your home. If you have questions about the lesson, please contact 
Steph Spencer, Pastor of Elementary Ministries, at sspencer@blackhawkchurch.org or 828-4200. 

 
For more inspiration, or to see what others are saying about Advent Conspiracy, check out the blog: 

www.advent.blackhawkchurch.org. 

FULLY 
Christmas should first and foremost be a season of grateful worship. It’s a time to remember the story of God’s overwhelming love for our 
world, and to celebrate the birth of a king. It should be a season where love wins, and peace is a reality. What if we worshiped with more 

than Christmas carols by changing how we celebrate Christmas? What would that look like?  

If your child wasn’t at PLANET KID on November 30, advent calendar packets are available for pick-up at the PLANET KID welcome desk 
(with home assembly of the chains required). Copies are limited, so please don’t pick up more than one per family. A digital version can 

also be downloaded from the Advent Conspiracy blog.  

What We Did at PLANET KIDWhat We Did at PLANET KIDWhat We Did at PLANET KIDWhat We Did at PLANET KID    

The kids made paper chain advent calendars for families to use during 
December. Each day of December has its own paper loop to tear off, as you 
count down the days to Christmas. Please rip carefully, as the inside of each 
loop has something to read or do to remember the true meaning of the season.  

The red and green loops have either a Bible passage or Christmas carol lyrics to 
read, as well as a reflection to go with it. 

The white loops are special “family activity” days. They will fall on Dec 6, 10, 
15, and 19. Kids were allowed to choose between 2 activity options for those 
days. All activities are designed to promote family togetherness, reflect on the 
meaning of Christmas, and be able to be done without needing to spend money. 

The calendar is best utilized if the verses are read in the morning, and can be 
reflected on throughout the day (for the special activity days, this also gives 
parents a time to prepare for what will be done that night).  
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Make a birthday cake for Jesus that you eat for 
breakfast on Christmas morning. 
Cakes could be made the day before, and decorated 
Christmas Eve night or Christmas Day morning. Let 
your kids decorate the cake themselves, as an act of 
worship- even if that means it’s not as “pretty” as if you 
would have done it yourself. Encourage kids to think 
about Jesus as they decorate. Why was the birth of 
Jesus so special? How does it feel to know that Jesus 
came to earth because of His love for you? 

You could choose to decorate with frosting only, or 
add things such as a small plastic baby, glitter 
sprinkles, and a candle. You may even want to wear 
birthday hats and sing “Happy Birthday.” 



LESS 
Americans spend an average of 450 billion dollars every Christmas season. How often have we spent money on Christmas presents for 
no other reason than obligation? What if we purposed to buy ONE LESS GIFT this Christmas? It may sound insignificant, but this symbolic 

choice is one small step towards resisting our culture of consumption and saying that Christmas is about more than gift lists. 
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Kids were given a paper with pictures of 15 toys kids of their age would like. 
They were asked to choose the 3 they would most want for Christmas. Then, they 
were asked to take one of those 3 items off their list. We helped them see that 
we really don’t need 3 new toys- we have plenty already. But, if we choose to 
get just a little bit less, it could help others get a lot more.   

All the items on the list will were worth $20-50. So, by doing a headcount of the 
number of kids, we knew how much money was saved overall. Most rooms will 
“save” at least $1000 by choosing one less gift. We showed them power point 
slides of what that money could do for poor families around the world, like buy 
them a dairy cow for milk or a chicken for eggs.  
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Think of simple ways to spend less, for instance: 
• Send an email or a postcard Christmas card instead 

of regular mail and save a lot of postage. 
• Wrap presents in brown paper bags instead of 

wrapping paper, and have your kids add the 
Christmas flare with markers or stamps. 

• Do your presents really need a bow? 

• Instead of buying gift tags, use the front of old 
Christmas cards or make some yourself. 

• Skip doing stockings this year (or shrink them). 
• Do you have any traditions you could change? 

MORE 
When God expressed His love for the world, He gave a person, a relationship. What if we chose to spend less money on gifts that we will 
forget in six months, and gave creative gifts of time, special experiences, or relationship? What if we redirected our spending to something 

more meaningful? 
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Each child received and envelope of “gift certificates” 
they could give to their families. We gave them ideas 
about what kind of things they could write, for instance, 
“I, Bobby, give you, my little brother Billy, time watching 
the TV show or movie of your choice, not mine.” 

Kids received 6 gift certificates that they could use for 
parents, brothers, sisters, and possibly grandparents, 
aunts, or uncles, depending on the size of the family. 
They were also given time to decorate the gift 
certificates. 
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Ideas for parents: 
• Make gift certificates for your kids, such as “I, mom, give you, my son Billy, 

no chores for a week or permission to stay up 30 min past your bedtime.” 
• Let your child choose a special outing to take with the family. 
• Give your child a special Christmas ornament every year that reminds you of 

them. Give it to them as a collection when they leave home someday. 
 

Ideas for kids: 
• Write a list to a loved one (parent, sibling, grandparent) of 10 things you 

love about them.  
• Draw or paint a picture of something that reminds you of a loved one. 

ALL 
Christmas stands as an eternal reminder of God’s passionate love for His lost and broken world. Perhaps that story should reshape what it 

means to give gifts at Christmas. Jesus, though he was rich, became poor to love the poor, the forgotten, the overlooked and the sick.  
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The PLANET KID offering collected from Nov 16- Dec 21 
will be given to a clean water project for children in Peru.  

We showed the kids a single 5 gallon bucket that 
symbolizes how much water many around the world use 
in one day, and the ten 5 gallon buckets that Americans 
use in less than a day, just by flushing the toilet, taking a 
shower, etc. 

We talked about offerings being from our heart- that we 
have gratitude for what we have, and therefore generosity 
towards others. We also looked at Matt 25:34-40 to see 
what Jesus says about caring for the poor. 
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Find ways to serve locally as a family: 
• Volunteer as a family to ring the bell for Salvation Army. Go to 
www.ringbells.org to find a location and a time that is convenient for you. 

• Take an ornament from the “Impact Tree” in Blackhawk’s atrium and help 
make a Madison area family’s Christmas brighter. 

 

Find ways to think globally as a family: 
• Talk to your kids about replacing one of their gifts with a gift for poor 
children around the world. Go to www.worldvisiongifts.org to order 
anything from chickens to soccer balls.  

• Help your kids think about clean water in your daily life. For instance, ask 
what it would be like without faucets in your house.  


